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An Accompt of fome Books,

1. Nicolai Mevcatoris Holfati, 2 Soc, Regia, INSTITUTIONUM
ASTRONOMICARUM Libri dno,de MOTU ASTRORUM
Communi ¢ Proprio, fecundum HYPOTHESES Veternm &
Recentioram pracipuss; deq; Hypothefewn ex Obfervatis conflru-
GFiome : cum TABULILS TYCHONIA NIS Solayibus, Lunartbus,
Luna-Solaribus,c» KUDOLPHINIS, Solts, Fixarum ¢ quings
Evrrantium,earnmq; Ufu,praceptis & exemplss commonflrato : fub-

nexi Appendice eornm, que novilfimis temporibus calitus innotue-
runt, Londini, 1676, in Q..

His Learned and Induftrious Mathematician hath made it

- his bufinefs to comprehend in thefe Inflitutions the Sum
and Subftance of Aftronomy : And although many Authors before
him have done very worthily in treating of this Science, particu«
larly Meftlinus,Keplerus, Ricciols and Gajfe‘ndm; yet hath He pur-
fued feveral things differently fromothers,and infiffed on fuch par-
ticulars,as he thought moff pertinent to bis purpofe. For,befides
the Reprefeniation of the main Ufe of both the Globes in divers
confiderable Problems, and the Trigonometrical Calculation em-
ployed in the dodirine of the Sphere 5 he hath witha peculiar dili-
gence explained the matter of the Equation of Time in Loth the
Ptolomean and Copernican Syfteme, as alfothe Lunar Hypothe-
fis of Tycho,and the Elliptical of the Pianets: Norhath he Leen lefs
folicitous inteaching the way of raifing Hypothefes from Obfer-
wations,and indelivering the calenlns of the Celeftial Motions fron:
the moft approv’d Tables: Explaining alfo with a not crdinary
exadtnefls the Keplerian Hy pothefis of the Planets,and fubjoyning
thereto the Afironomical Hypotheles of Ward, Eullialdus, and his
own, which laft be efteems New , and according to which he
teaches how to make a calenlns 4 priovi, comparing the fame with
good Obfervations. The whole he concludes with the exhibition
of the late Difcoveries made in the Heavens. So that it {eems to be
a work very ufeful forall Students of Aftrcnomy, both laying the
erue-foundation of this Scicace, and dire@ing the Lovers thereof

to thofe particulars, that may render them accomplifhed in the
{ame.
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1}, Obfervations fur les EAUX MINERALES de plufreurs Pro-
winces de France, faites en I Academie Royale des Sciences, en
lannee 1670, & 1671. par le Sicar du ClosyConfeiller ¢ Mede-
cin ordinaire du Roy,de la dite Academic. A Varis.167¢.in 2o

/’1 ‘HE. Ropal Parifian Academy, relolving to fearch into the

Qualities of themolt confiderable Mineral waters of France,
did not,it feems,proceed to this examen without great deliberati-
on; the reafons of the Ufefulnefs of thefe waters for the recovery
of the Health of many {ick perfons, beingtailanced by thofe of
the difficulty of knowing tre Caufes of the proprieties of the faid
waters, depending particalarly upon the mixtures of cerrain bo-
dies they meet with in their paflages through the Earth,and in the
cavities or interftices of Rocks, and whichare diversand very
numerous,fuch as Vapors, Juyces,Salts, Earths, .

They were aware, that the greatelt part of thofe matters, with
wh'ch Mineral watersmay be impregnated, are not difcern’d in
them;and (hat the diflerent mixcure whichis made of many of them
together, may conftitute fo many kinds of Mineral waters,falubri-
ous or pernicious,that it feems impoflible to know them alland to
determine them.  The Waters of the fame Springs nay,fay they,at
differen” times receive notablealterations by new mixtures, or by
the ceffation of thofe that were made before.

They think it not likely, thatthe Waters, called Mineral, are
produced of the fole Mineral Vapors condenfed, and that in the
Earth there are Mines in that abundance as continta ly to furnith
Vapors capable,when condenfed,to entertain and feed the perpe-
tual courfe of thofe waters in Springs thatdry notup: Bur they
Judge, that fome Mineral Vapors or Exhalations mix themfelves
with the Commen waters thar traverfe the Earth where they are,
and are condenfed,and that thefe warers remain impregnated with
their qualities,and with fome volari] Salts not concreted,elevated
in thofe dry Exhalations,or in thale moift Vapors.

They find, that the difcerning of the Qualities of thofe Exhala-
tionsand Vapors is not eafie ; that the diverfity of their mateer is
very great ; that the occurfion of their mixtures is cafual ; that the
conditions of the places where they pafs and where they are de-
tained,are not manifeft ; and that the alterations which they pro-
duce in the waters,into which they infinuate themfelves,are notal-
ways well known.

They
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They confider alfo, that there is no lefs difficulty in knowing
and difcerning the Fuyses that may be mingled with the Mineral
waters,and particularly thofe thatreceive no Concretion and thae
do not communicate to thefe watersany fenfible quality: For,thofe
liquid and totally volatil Juyces dopafs away in the diftillation
with themarter of the water,and do not manifelt themfelves but by
fuch effe@ts as fimple water cannot produce.

They note further, ti:at thofe Juyces which are called Concrete,
becaufe they are condenfable and refbluble, leave fediments that
render them vifible and palpable after the diftillation or evapora-
tion of the water wherewith they are mixed ; but that *tis difficult
to difcern the fpecies and proprieties of them, if they have not
fome refemblance wich thofe thatare known, orif therebe many
of them together,

As to Salts and Earfhs, hiey look upon themas the maf fepfih'e
and the moft common watters of thofe that are mixed in the va-
ters of Fountains and Wells;fo that there 1s almoft no Earth which
is not participantof fowe Salt diffoluble in the waters that pafs
through; and the currentof thofe watersdothalfo carry always
with it fome fine and fubcil Earth, But though thefe are the fuk-
frances that are moft manifelt in thefe waters;yet they find,that the
knowledge of thefe Salts and Earchs mixed in the waters is pot al-
ways {0 diftinét as to enableus to determine the fpecies, and to
givea certain Judgement of their proprieties.

They obferve further, that thereare few Concrete Salts that ar
known to us;and that there may be many that have nothing like to
Gommon SaltyNitre, dllom and Vitriol,which are the four moft vul-
gar of the concrete Mineral Salts. Thofe,whofe difpofition to con-
cretion is not finifh’c, and which are yet embrionated and as
"twere in their feminality or firft Being, are lefs knowable in thae
ftate 5 and thofe that are more formed and already concreted or
capable of concretion, have not fimple and homogeneous fub-
ftances in each [pesies.

The Salt, that is called Common-Salt, is obferv’d to have two
different portions mixed together jthe oze is condenfed and cryftal-
lifed by co!d and inmoifture, after the evaporation of a part of
the water wherein this Salt hath beendiffolved;the other will noz
be cryftallifed nor condenfed but by a total evaporation of the
reft of the water.  The portion that’s cryftallifed by coldand in
moifture, is the moft fulphureous, and by its fulphureity it will

mix
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mixe it felf with the fulphureoustalt of calcined Tartav refolved
in the moift Air,or in common warer,without turbidndf and with-
out coagulation: But that pertion of this comwoen talt, which is
not comimt’cd but by thetotal evaporationof e waier that had
diffolved it, hath an acidiry that inltantly coaginates the fat of
Tartar refolved, and all other fixed Sauis thas are 14! phuveous and
nitrous,

The {itriol, which in a moift Air yielas au dfilore’cence upon
fn]phureousn arcalites, hath likewife a jutcv porti 'ny,condentuble

nly by the total evaporationof its aqueous b xmdny,avd being of
a ver) acrimonious tafte,and of anundiuous confliftence,andquick-
ly refoluble ina moift Air; whxch)umv portion is very different
from thatwhich it condenfeth firlt & eryflailiteth by cold inthe
water where thisvitriol hath been diffolved, Thefe cryflals ave
pure v itriof,acid.auﬁere,of whichmuchminer:l earthprecipitates
by the mixture of {ulphureotsand nitrous falrs, with which the
other portion willmixe it felf without turbidnefs, not having,like
the former , that acidity upon which the 1ulphmcous falts can
works: Which is otherwife in common falt,of which the firlt por-
tion is the moft fulphureous, and the fecond the moit acid.

True Nitre is likewife compofed of two different faline por-
tions; the one more fulphureous, which cryftaliifteh by cold,and
in moifture; and the other, which remains diffolved after this cry-
ftaliifation and isnot condenfed but by a heat {trong enough to ex-
pelall dxﬁ”o'unve humidity, is lefs tulphureous,and bath fomeaci-
dity . which the other ha*h not.

The firf} Beings ox Embrions of wmineral fales ave nothing but
vapours,or juices not concreted,totally vaporable;of which fome
may be condenfed and in part fixed by the a&ion of fire, or difin-
gaged from their matrixes , and made capibie of concretion by
means of the Airywhich is obferv’d in cerrain Nitrous, Alaminous
& Virriolique falts.The ful phureous falt wetis found in the lime of
certain hard ftones burnt in the {ire, and which is a fpecies of true
Nitre, had its Seminal Being in thote crude {tones; and in that fiate
of its firft Being, it is very different from that which it acquires by
the fire, which from Cold and Coagulative, changes it into Cau-
ftique and Refolutive. This cold and coagulative quality of this
ftony fultinits ficlt Being, manifefts it felf enough in the waters of
certain Rock-fprings,which are very limpid and cold, and breed
cold and fcirrhous tumors under their throats that ordiparily
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drink of them. TheSeminal fubftance of ftonySalt is made nitrous,
fulphureous,cauftique and refoiutive by the fire, which was able
to exalt it, but not able to produce it in calcining thefe ftones, no
more than that of burnt fhels of Oyfters, of which aifoa lime is
made, which hath not lefs of fulphureous falt in ir., This embrio-
nated falt in lime-ftones is a flony juice,which may mix it felf with
the waters that pafs between the beds & inter ftices of thofe ftones
in the rocks, but which is not eafily difcerned in waters that are
impregnated therewith,

The Seminal Being of Alum and that of ¥itrisl muft alfo be in the
matters from whence thefe fpecies of Saltsare excra@led by the
means of water, after their calcination inthe Fire,and their ma-
ceration in the Air, TheFire and Air that have exalted (hem,could
not produce them. Neicher the feminal fubflance of Allum in A-
luminous ftones, nor that of Vitriol in fu! phureous marcafites, are
in that {tate manife(t to our fenfes , and often they come not to be
known in Mineral waters but by fowe effe@ts , and that without
certainty , becaufe thofe may be equivocal.

All thefe varieties of Mineral falts, embrionate , form’d , cry-
ftallin, juicy,falphureous,non-fulphureous, of the firft and fecond
concretion; thofe of their genus’s, {fecies’s, mixtures, fropertis
ons, alterations , ¢&. render difficult and uncertain the judgment
concerning the proprieties of the waters that partake of them.

Again, concerning thofe Swbtile Earths , which do alfo mixe
themfelves in Mineral waters, they may alfo be of different { rts,
difficult to difcern : Some of them are found of different colours,
white, gray,yellowifh, reddifh, brown;and of different qua'iries,
fome being diffoluble in diftilled Vinegar, others indiffoluble;
fome fufible, others not fufible by the fire, where they take feve-
ra] eolours; fomeare marly, others argillaceous , others creta-
ceous; fome bolar,fome fandy,fome talky,fome limy; ~thers there
are that are produced by the concretion of certain juices, faline
or fal phureous, others not; fome are fim ply mineral, oters me-
tallique. Moft of thefe forts not being eafie to be difcerned fe pa-
rately, they will be lefs fo when they are mixt with one another.

The fimple infufions of certain ful phureous mineral Earths may
notably alter the waters of Wells and Fountains, without having
any thing of thofeEarths remaining in their fediments after diftil-
lation; 1n like manner as nothing is feen in certajn liquours ren-
dre-. vomitif by the fole infufion of Antimony.
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The hot Mineral waters may contract fome alteration from the
ful phureous and bituminous matters,which they meet within their
courfe ; for thefe matters partake of certain fubtil falts, which
thofe waters may refolve and carry away with them.

Sote Cold or Tepid minera) waters have a fharpifh or vinous
tafte, which is not obferved in any of thofe that are confiderably
hot: But this tafteis (o eafie loft upon the leaft heat, andeven in
the free Air, that ’tis hard to know what it 1s that produces it.
It is notonly found in waters that are efteenrd to be Aluminous
and Viiriolate, but alfo in thofe that are manifeftly Nitrous, and
which abound in Sulphureous Salt oppofit to Acids.

The Caufes of the Heat of fome Mineral waters are litcle known.
There is reafon to doubt,whether there be Subterraneous fires ca-
pable to heat them; or whether they have received this heat by
the exhalations of fome Mineral juyces that aré fermentable,or in
which fome effervelcence is made by the mixture of other juyces.

All thefe difficulties have retarded the publication of thefe
Obfervations, which,it feems, this Royal/ dcademy hath been thefe
four Years a making upon the waters, that have been fent them
from divers Provinces of France , and that have undergone their
examenas occafion hath ferv’d for ic.

Having premifed thefe particulars, to manifeft the Difficulty
and nicety of this kind of refearch; they fubjoyn the Method em-
ploy'd in this examination; which indeed is made with that confi-
deration that becomes the wifdomand care of that Iluftrious Bo-
dy, and is adapted to lead them into a greater knowledg of thofe
waters,than thofeAuthors had that have hitherto written of them,
and that very often have not judg'd of thembut by the effes,
which might be referr’d to divers caufes.

Now, according to this Examen made upon a great number of
waters from different Springs, both hot and cold,they have parti-
cularly obferv’d Salts and Earths of divers qualities , and in dif-
ferent quantities,

THe Saits, which condenfed after diftillation, ora flow evapo-
ration of the waters, were brought before them, are here reduced
to two forts; wiz. The one is the Ni#re of the Antients, w they
defcribe to be a fulphureous mineral Salt, like to the Akali of
Plants; the other, the Gommeon Salt confider’d inf either of its dif-
ferent portions ; or according to the commixture of both toge-
ther: And ’tis remarkable,me thinks,that ih none of thofe ’w;;;e’rs

there
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there appear’d any Allum, or true Vitriol, except the water of
Vabls in Dauphine, which yielded a fale that had fome refembiance
to white Vitriol.

They take notice, that they did not much apply themfelves to
obferve the Forms andFigures of each of thofeSalts they met with
in their condenfations, becaufe they found them vary in sbe fame
Salts, according to the manner and degree of the evaporation of
the water wherein they were diffolved for refinement.

As to the Earths that were found in different quantities in the
waters here examin'd ; they acknowledg likewife, that the parti-
cular difcernment of their fpecies’s was yet lefs eafie than that of
the fpecies of Salts. Some of thofe Earths were white, fome gray,
fome redifh; and in the evaporation of all thofe waters, their terre-
ftrial parts form'd themfelves diverfly ; fome into floting filmes,
fome into flocks, fome into mucilages; others into little clodss o-
thers into fmall grains of fands ; others into fine brown powder:
Again,fome diffolved almoft wholly in diftilled vinegar,with fome
effervefcence ; fome diffolved but in part, fome not atall; others
only gave to thediftilled vinegar a high tinfure of hyacinth, w
was loft in few daies:  Again, the fire made fome of thefe Earths
change colour, others not ; and fome of them it calcined, and vi-
trified others.

Thefe obfervations of the qualities, quantities, differences and
agreements of theSalts and Earths of {o many waters,examin’d by
thefe Philofophers, ( of which a particular Hiftory and account
is here given)may be very ufeful & ferviceable to thofe Phyfitians
that advife the ufe of them, the better to make choice of thofe,
which by reafonof the mixture of thofe more fenfible mineral
matters may fute with their intentions for the reftoring of many
Patients to their former health,

For a conclufior of this Hiftory, they give us fome Advertife-
ments and Corollaries,worthy indeed to be taken notice of ; as,

1. That the great quantity of mineral waters,which-Phy ficians
make thofe te drink, to whom they prefcribe them for the cure of
certain contumacious difeafes that will not yield to ordinary re-
medies, gives us occafion to judg, that the chicf effe&, which they
make us expeét from them,is the cleanfing of the wifeera by (his in-
ternal ablution, : And that this effe& is corfiderable, becaufe moft
of Chronical difeafes gome from the obfirudtion of the wifeera,
which this great quantitie of mineral drink may remove. Mean

LIl 2 time
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time *tis to be fear’d,that few Phyficians take pains to fearchinto the parsi-
¢ular qualitics of thefe waters,which yet are very differing,and confidcrable
enough to induce them toan endeavour to know them well, that o they
may make a better ufe of them,according to the differences of Difcafes and
the different conftitution of the Difcafed. Now thefe Mineral watcrs may
have different particular qualitics upon this account alfo,that fome of them
come from places lefs diftant fromthe furface of the Earth, others from
decper ones.  The former traverfing Earths lefs compa , do refolve the
Salts they there meet with,and charge themfclves with fome of the fubtile
terreftrial particles found in them, by making them cvaporate. The Zater,
being rariticd in the depths of the Earth,whence they are elevated,do cafily
receive the mixtures of Mineral exhalations and vapours, which are fre-
quent in thofc inncr recefles 5 but thofe mixturcs often not being difcerned
in waters carried away from their Sources, ncither by the feent, nor by the
tafte,cannot be known but by the effets, which to refer to their caufes is
not alwaics fo eafie, nor {o certain,

2. That the knowledg here given of the Salts and Earths of many Mi-
neral waters will not fully {atishie the curiofity of thofe, that would like-
wife be inform’d of the other caufes of the propricties of thofe waters;for-
afmuch as that, belides the mixture of the concrcte matters found thercin,
there may alfo be found in thcm matters not concreted, (o fubtile and vola-
til,that there remains nothing in the fediments, that may come to be known
to differ from the Salts and Earths , and which is nct found any more in
what pafles by diftillation. That fharp and vinous tafte,above mentioned,
which is loft in the Air and by heat,muft have for its fubjec a {pirituous &
very volatil matter; which were worth the being known. - Again, the heat
which fome watcrs have in their Sources , and at their iffuing out of the
Earth, may be afcribed to fome hot vapours, that have mixed themielves
with them in their courfe within the fubterrancous depths,where the cold
of the Air hath no free accefs: And certain particular effeéts of thofe wa-
ters upon divers fubje@s give occafionto judg, that they are not pure and
uncompounded.  And into thefe things this Royal Affembly are refolved to
make further inquirics , both for the fatisfaction of the Curious, and the
benefit of the Publicks 3. Mean time the Obfexvations of the Salts and
Earths of thefe waters may, in thelr opinion, ferve both in Phyfick and in
mechanical Axts, to make us capable to judg of the agreeablenefs of fome
of thefe waters for certain ufes and emploiments. The two kinds of Salts,
to which they have reduced thofe’of the Mineral waters of France , may
have differences, which may divide each of thofe kinds into many fpecies,
as they have obferv®d in the Salts that are extracted out of the Afhes of
divers Plants,which they have noted to be like, fome. to truc Nitre, o-
thers to Common Salt, and to retain the participation of the {pecifique pro-
prictics of their fubjeés. Again,{fome of the Earths found with the Salts in
the fediments of Mineral waters cvaporated or diftilled,may alfo have par-
ticular ufes, accerding to their differences. Sorde German Phyficians have
obferv’d, that the white Earth of the Mineral watcrs of Swalbach is pur-
gative:Some bottles of it were brought to the Parifian Academy,of a vinous

and
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and ftrong taftc: The Salt of its fediment was nitrous, and made Sublimate
diffolved in commmon water to precipitate in aMother of pearl colour,as the
Alcalies of Plantsdo. The Earth feparated from this fediment was white
like Creta 5 but there was not enough to try its purging virtue. The true
Nitre of the Antients being fulphurcous, and refembling the Plants of ve-
getables, hath , as they have, this faculty of moving the bclly.  And that
white Earth,which is found with the Nitrous Salts of the Mineral waters,
may participate of the fame quality, even as the calx of Salt of Tartar, co-
agulated by the fecond Salt of Sea-water , retains fome proprieties of its
Salt » though it be infipid, and not diffoluble in water, but only in acid li-
quours , as is diftilled vinegar , which diffolves it with an effervefcence,
which hath likewifc been obferv'd in many white Earths of Nitrows Mi-
neral waters.

4. As to the Taftes of thefe waters tranfported, they could only judg of
them by what they found when they received them: Thofe that arc atthe
Spring-head may difcern them better,cfpecially thofe that are tharp and vi-
nous, and whofc tafte decayes or is loft when they arc kept , or expofed to
the Air. They may alfo better come to know the degrees of their Colorati-
on by the powder of Galls,by Oak-lcaves,and the likes and judg more ex-
aClly of their confiftence and weight.  Which particulars could not be {o
well obferv’d at fuch a diftance, at which great changes may have befal’n
the waters in feveral refpedts,

5. Concerning that Vaporous matter of the tharp and vinous Mineral-
waters; that {ccms to be the firft Being of the Mineral fulphur, and of the
concretions thence refulting.  There are found Earths impregnated with
this acid matter,being vaporo-fulphurcous,of the concrction whereof {om-
times arc made fulphureous and vitriolique Mincerals.  And often thereis
not any Mineral concret made that is known , in thofe iLarths, where no
Mincral fulphur, ror Vitriol, nor Mctal is found.  This vaporous and indi-
gefted Mincral matter nay very well be the principle of Vitriol s butin its
tirft ftate it can’c be a vitriclique produion,if it be found inEarths where
there is as yet no vitriol. It is more eafy to obferve it inits produéte,when
it hath received fome mineral concretion.  The moift Air penctrating into
the Mine-ftorics that are infipid, but impregnated with a Mincral fulphur,
which makes it {cIf {ufficiently perccived when it is difingag’d by fire, ma-
nifefts to the fenfe a fulphurcous acidity , which was not perceiv’d in ite
And of the concret {fulphur of thofe Mine-ftones or Marcafites, penetrated
by the moift Air,there is form’d a vitriolique concret,which is the produdt
of thisMincral fulphur, the principle of which was an acid and very
vaporous mattcer. This {ubtile , vaporous , acid matter doth not alwaics
produce vitriolique concrets 5 it hapning in many foils , that for want
of nceeflary difpolitions it remains in its tirft ftate. ' We have cbferved in
many watcrs impregnated with this acid vapour, that for all this thcre was
not any truc vitriol init,nor any thing that had any refemblance to Allum, -
and that the Salt which remain’d in their fcdiment was fuch Nitre as is de-
fcribed by the-Antients,and which differs as much fromVitriol and Allum,
25 do the Alcalics or {ulphurcous fixed Salts of Plants. h
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The Salts,Vitriols and Alums,and other concrets refoluble in water,may
be fo mingled in the Mineral waters,as not to be well perceived there but
intheir fediments; but the fulphurs and Bitums are alwaies obvious to be
difcerned in the waters wherein they are, becaufe they refide in them, or
{wim on them, not being capable to be mixed with them as Sales are. Of
thefe we have perceived none in the waters that were {ent us. Thofe that
were very hot in their fources, did not appear to us more fulphureous, or
more bituminous than the other.And if you meet withSulphur or Bitumen
intheir Bafons againt the walls of their inclofurcs, or in their mud, poffi-
bly there are not fuch matters inflamed within the Earth that have heated
thofe waters ; it being more probable,that fuch waters contract their heat
by the mixture of fome hot waters they meet with in the decp places
where they pafssand experience proving, that no combuftible matter takes
fire, or any confiderable time keeps it without Airs and that,to extinguifh
the fire ot {ulphurs and bitums inflamed , there needs no more than to ex-
clude the Air from them.  And if any matter ( as Gun-powder in mines)
takes hrc firong enough not to be chok’d under ground, it burfts what
covers it, thercby to be enlarged , and to take Air.

£ there be no confiant {ubterraneal Fires, the heat of fome Mineral wa-
ters,which continue tobe hot in their fources, cannot be afcribed to them.
*Tis more likcly, thatin many places of the Earth there are hot vapors,
the heat of which is conferv’d indcep and clofe places, where the Air hath
noaccefs to cool them, and where thofe rarified matters have not room
cnough to be more rarified, and fo to become lefs hot or more diflipated.
And that fuch hot vapors are the caufe of hot Springs and natural Baths,
ay be confirmed hence:1.Becaufe thefe hotMineral waters do not burn the
mouth of thofc that drink of them at the iffuc of their fources, as common
water would do heated by fire to the fame degree: Which fcems to proceed
from the thinnefs of the matter that caufes this heat in the water. And the
thme ot fpirit of winc doth not fo ftrongly burn the hand, asalive coal
would do. 2. Becaufe the heat of Mincral watcrs works not upon certain
tender fubftances, as doth that of common water, which is contraéled by
tirc in the fame intenfenefs : Lor, whercasthe leaves of Sorrcl (eg.) are
foftn’d and quickly boyled incomimon water modcrately heated by fire,
they did not {o in the Mineral watcrs of Nery in the Country of Buurbon,
which are the hottelt in all France; but they only changed colour and be-
came yellowifh. 3.Bccaufe the Mincral watcrs have no greater difpofition
t0 boyl upon the tire,than common cold waters, there being as much timc
requifite for the one as the other to make them boyl upon the fire,&re.

Mcan time, *tis not fo obvious to know the Qualities of thefc vapors
thus hcating the Mincral waters. Tt fcems not neceffary, they fhould all be
Bituminous or Sulphurcous,though fime be fo. There are many other fu!)-
ftances that grow hot without taking firc, and the vapors of which mix
themfélves in hot Mincral watcers, but the qualities of which are not dif-
cern’d but by the cffcéts which they produce.

As for the different Effe@s of the Mineral waters, both hot, tcpid and

ald. inreference to Health, the Parifian Academy left the obfervations
’ ’ thereof



¢ 621 )

thereof to Phyficians: But asto their Ufes in Mechanioal Ares, they take

notice of what fome or other of them perform (eg.) in the maceration of

Hemp,in the whitening of Linnen, in the tinGure of Wool and Silk, in the

dreffing of Leather,in the tempering of Tron,in the boyling of Legums, in

the watering of Plants,in the drinking of Cattel,and the like.

Touching the obfervations of their different Weights and Confifences,
they intimate, that they can be better made at the fpring-head,where they
have not beenalter’d in their compofition,nor confiftence, However they
defcribe the particular Inftruments by them employed for obfervations of
this nature.

III, COCHLEARIA Curiofa, or the Curiofities of Scurvy-grafs, written in
Latin by Dr. Andr. Molimbrochius of Leiphig, and Englif’d by Dr. Th.
Sherley Phyfician in ordinary to bis Majefty. London, ix 80, 1676.

TH E Ingenious Intcrpreter of this Book being of opinion, that the

Author hath handled the Subjeé thereof fo fully, that there remnains

little more to be (aid uponit thanwhat he hath taken notice of andbeing de-
firous that thofc of his Countrymen who are unacquainted with the Latin
tongue might rcap the benetit of it as well asScholars,thought good to em-
ploy thofe hours of vacancy,allow’d him from other bufinefs, to put it into
Englifh. Thercin the Reader willfind not only a Defeription of the feveral
kinds of this Plant, with its feveral Names, Place and Time of growth,
temperature,and general vertues,bat alfo an enumeration of the particular
ufes, medicinal vertucs, and manncr of applyingeach part of this Plant ;
together with-a good delcriptionof all forts of Medicines preparable from
it,either by the Galenick or Chymical way : Befides that it will inftruct all
forts of perfons, how to make Wines,Sauces,Syrups,and diftill’d waters of
this Plant,for the good of thcir fick and languifhing ncighbours..

IV. Two Treatifesithe one,Medical of the GOUT;by Herman Bufschof Senior,
of Ntrecht, refiding ar Batavia in the Eaﬁ-In(ger s the other, partly Chi-
rargical partly Medical, containing fome Obfervations and Prallices relz-
ting to fome Extraordinary Cafes of Womsn in Travel, andto fome other
uncommon Cafes of Difeafes in both Sexes 5 by Hen.van Roonhuyfe, Phy-
fician in ordinary at Amftexdam. Englyb’d out of Dautch. London in o,
1676.

TH E Author of the firft of thefe two Treatifcs, after he hath given us

his thoughts of the true nature of the Gout,making it,in its true ori-
gin,a little inward (welling within the perigtium or membran that covers
the bones, cauftd from a dry and cold ill-natur’d vapour, driven thither
out of the arteries,and by being there inclofed , diftending that moft fenfible
membran,and {o producing violent pains ; after,I fay he hath deliver’d this
as the nature of this Diftafe,and withal examin’d all other opinions hither-
to received of the fame;Heis very particular, from Expericnce,both made
upon himfelfand others, in dcfcribing the Cure of the Gout, and that by
burning - with a foft and woolly fubftance, calP’d Moxz, made by a skilful
preparation of a certain dricd Herb,highly valued by the Chinefes and Fa-

ponefes 5 of which he fent over a quantity to his Brother at Utrecht, from .

whence Mr. Pitt in St. Pauls Church-yard hath procured a parcel for the
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ufe of thoft that are defirous to employ it, not only for this purpofe of cu-

ting the Gowt, -but alfo for that of removing the Epilepfie, Madnefs, and

Caralepfis,

The other Treatife contains feveral happy cures of ftrange ruptures.and
other remarkable accidents of the Womb s the manner of performing the
Cefarean Seltion,of curing the falling down of the womb,of curing wombs
clofed,and feveral clofurcs of the Vagina uteri; of a happy cure of a Child’s
fundament clofcd, and of the Rupturc of a Bladder ; of the firm Union of
the dura mater to the skulls of the modern Ufe and Abufeof Trepanning,
which is here thew'd not to be fo often neceflary,nor ufctul,as is common+
ly pretendedsof grievous wounds in the Head, well cured without the Tre-
pan s of the manner of cutting Hare-mouths,and feveral fuccefsful operati-
ons thereof of the happy cure of a wounded Nerve ; and of anuncommon
cure perform’d upona woman, out.of .whofe thigh a great piece of the
bonc was feparated, without fhortning her Icg, or hindring the motion of
her going,

V. New and Curiows Obfervations of the Art of Curing the VENEREAL
DISEASE &c. Writtenin French by M. de Blegny, Chirurgion to the
French Queens Englib’t by Waltex Harrys M.D. lately Fellow of New
Colledge in Oxford.  London, 1676. in 8o.

"{“ HE Ingenious Author, and the Learn’d and diligent Interpreter of

this picce have reprefented unto us thercin the Nature, Origine,

Caules. Differences,Signs and Prognofticks of this Diftemper ; and givenus

divers confiderable Obfervations on the Means to cure the fame when it is

but Particular, (‘that is,fixt to fome parts) as alfo on the Nacural and Cri-
tical Motions, when it turns to be Wniverfal, and hathinfeted the whole

body ;and likewifc on the Means ferving to raife the Artificial Crifis of it 3

together withan cxplication of the true Method of artiticially raifing the

Crifes of the Univerfal Pox.

T'hat which fcems moft peculiar to this Book is, that the Author pre-
tends to have eftablifhed the Caufeof the Pox upon Principles wholly
newsviz.the Mixture and Confufion of the femen of many different perfons,
which at length exert their ackivitics in this hetcrogencous fermentation,
degenerating into fuch a high malignancy as this Difeafe carries with it.
But though the Author rendersa New (}aufc of this Malady, yet hath he
the teftimony of the Medical Faculty of Paris, that they have not found
any thingin his Method of Curing,that is not conformable to ancient re-
ceived Maxims 5 they judging withal,that the New Obfervations,which it
doth contain, will ferve to increafcan cmulation, for the future, towardsa
more diligent fearch of the truth of things lefs known.

Errata lefc un-correded in Numb. 124.
Pag.s79.“7.r.]oni9n¢ order, p.sas~ 1-8. r:’Th btﬁfrom. lbid l.lg.r:if.t’)e Wi'lhfd‘
ot overiake us, p.$S87.1.2,ruthe Bees delights ibid,1.6,r.0f green filles;. ibid.1a12. for,im
Angcliea,put a full point inftead of in.

London, Printed for Fohn Martyn, Printer to the Royal Secicty,
at the Bell in St. Panls Church-yard. 1676,



